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that he was supreme head of the state, as well as
of the army. He even sent for his wife, whom
Elizabeth specially detested, in order that he
might set up a complete court.
Elizabeth was beside herself with anger, for
Leicester had done all this without letting her
know, and what was done could not be undone.
Then he did what vexed her even more. He first
used the money she had given him for his own
men to pay the arrears the Dutch owed to the
soldiers they had hired. Next he raised the pay
of all officers, including his own. He had been
given ^1500 a year, and he doubled this. Finally,
despite the Queen's frantic letters, he refused to
send her any accounts of what he had done with
_the money.
^"'Having thus angered his own sovereign, he
went on to quarrel with the people he had come
to help. He became an extreme democrat, and a
Calvinist as well. He said the people ought to
rule, and that Catholics ought to be persecuted.
William of Orange had fought for toleration, but
Leicester had no sympathy with that idea. He
upset the Dutch in every possible way, and he
did not even beat the Spaniards in battle. Zutphen,
where Sir Philip Sidney died, was the only engage-
ment in which the English had even moderate
success.
Finally Elizabeth recalled him. He had been a
complete failure, and she could waste no more
time and money. Perhaps she was not altogether